
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



3C2 



Critical Notices. 



has, of late, been bo frequently harped 
on, that we feel no change which we 
could strike upon it, would be very 
pleasing to our readers. We shall, 
therefore, for the present, confine our 
remarks to the pamphlets before us. 

Mr. Gregory s work contains a re- 
cord of the most important political 
events which took place during the 
year 1830, consecutively arranged. 
The Reverend gentleman points out 
the extraordinary line of conduct pur- 
sued by Mr. O'Connell, occasionally 
referring to matters of history, to show 
that Ireland was always distracted 
by internal feuds and divisions ; and 
arguing, from the benefits which ac- 
crued to Scotland from her union with 
England, that a similar result would 
have been the consequence here, but 
for the agitation which has from time 
to time prevailed. 

Mr. Gordon in his work considers 
the subject in all its bearings, and 
handles it in a very masterly way. 
In looking it over, we were so struck 
with the power and force of many 
of his arguments, that we felt ft 
would not be doing him or the sub- 
ject justice to pass it over in the way 
of a mere notice ; and had determin- 
ed, by giving some lengthened ex- 
tracts, to afford our readers an op- 
portunity of judging of its merits. 
Finding, however, that our space 
will not allow us to give the quota- 
tions we had intended, for the pre- 
sent we must content ourselves with 
warmly recommending the pamphlet 
itself to all who wish to see the argu- 
ments relative to the union question, 
fairly stated ; simply observing, that 
Mr. Gordon's language throughout 
is strong and forcible; and that to 
Mr. O'Connell he is by no means very 
complimentary. Indeed we have often 
thought, that, with all that gentle- 
man's boasting of Milesian origin, but 
a very small portion of genuine Irish 
blood runs in his veins, as he shows 
very little of what usually character- 
izes Irishmen; and while using his 
tongue as a dagger, securely main- 
tains, that his sword must for ever 
remain locked in its sheath. 



Geraldine of Desmond ; or Ireland in the 
Reign of Bliiubeth. An HiMorical Ro- 
mance. 3 vols. London : Colbnrn and 
Bentley. 

Although this Work has been before 
the public nearly two years, yet we 



willingly avail ourselves of the oppor- 
tunity now afforded us, by the appear- 
ance of a second edition, to recom- 
mend it to the favourable notice and 
patronage of our readers. Agreeing in 
opinion with the talented Authoress, 
that Irish history is a province of lite- 
rature replete with the materials and 
the elements of Romance, it has often 
been to us a matter of surprise, that 
so little use should have been made 
of it by those individuals who have 
been catering for the public, amid 
the nearly exhausted mines of English 
and Scottish legend ; or that so many 
of our countrymen and women should 
have been at such pains to furbish up 
the old spears and helms which deck- 
ed the brows of English and Scottish 
warriors, while the exploits and ad- 
ventures of the chieftains of the Eme- 
rald Isle have been allowed to repose 
quietly in the tombs of those by whom 
they were performed. There is no 
question, that "the characters and 
actions of which Ireland has been the 
theatre, afford the richest capabilities 
either for poetic or prosaic fiction ;" 
and had Miss Crumpe done nothing 
more than shown this to be the case, 
we think she would have deserved 
well of the people of Ireland ; but her 
claims rest not here merely. In the 
course of the three volumes before us, 
she has not only furnished much to 
amuse and gratify the mere epheme- 
ral reader, but has also, by a close 
adherence to the history of the times 
of which she wrote, furnished matter 
of a very valuable and interesting cha- 
racter, which may be referred to as 
affording considerable information re- 
lative to these eventful changes and 
extraordinary transactions which oc- 
curred during the reign of Elizabeth, 
as well as of the real condition of the 
inhabitants of the country at that 
period. Several of the characters ap- 
pear to have been sketched from real 
life ; and, altogether, the work is one 
which must be read with pleasure by 
those who feel interested in the early 
history of our country, or who may 
wish to inform themselves of the 
means employed at that period com- 
pletely to subjugate its inhabitants to 
the domination of the English. 

The writer is decidedly an indivi- 
dual of considerable talent; the great 
pains which she has taken to make 
herself acquainted with the early cus- 
toms and habits of the people about 
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whom she writes, is highly creditable 
to her taste and understanding : it 
has rendered tbe work one of much 
greater interest than tit otherwise 
would have been. As it has been 
now so long before the public, how- 
ever, we feel it unnecessary to en- 
ter into any particulars of tbe story, 
but refer our readers at once to the 
Tolume itself. 



Tkt Fatiations «/ Popery. By Samuel 
Edgar. Dublin: Carry and Co. and 
Jellett, Belfast. 

It is not our! province to decide on 
controversies ; and, therefore, we may 
not say anything further for the work 
now before us, than to express our 
decided opinion, that no work of the 
kind, since the day in which Arch- 
bishop Usher wrote his famous an- 
swer to the Jesuit M alone, has ap- 
peared in Ireland, which exhibits 
more research — which displays more 
acute reasoning, or a more trium- 
phant refutation of the positions and 
arguments of adversaries, than this 
laborious publication of Mr. Edgar. 
It is not only valuable for die variety 
and extent of its matter, but also for 
the abundance and accuracy of its 
references. 



Tkt Irish Pulpit, a Collection of Ser- 
mons by Clergymen of the Established 
Church. Second Series. Dublin : VY. 
Curry, Jun. & Co. 1831. 

We are right glad to see the se- 
cond series of this work — it is ano- 
ther testimony in the face of the 
broad day, that the moral taste, and 
feeling, and perception, of the people 
of Ireland are improving — that the 
name of our country will no longer 
be associated merely with mirth 
and murder, folly and frivolity ; but 
that a taste for solid and substantial 
reading is gaining rapid ground, and, 
ere long, will " leaven the whole 
lump." True, there is not one of 
these Sermons, which can be called 
either splendid or sparkling — there is 
not one which ascends the higher 
walks of eloquence, and in speaking 
thoughts and burning words, startles 
thesleeper,andcasts amorethan earth- 
ly glory over the hopes of the godly 
man. Ireland has no living master 
spirit — not one, the magic of whose 
powers can lead in willing and trium- 
phant captivity, the minds of a breath- 
less and a gazing audience : but she 



has not a few honest, and able, and 
effective men, whose pulpit ministra- 
tions are raising the standard of pul- 
pit eloquence ; and of the sermons of 
such as these, is the present volume 
composed. 

It is a fact, that not more than 
twenty years ago, there could scarce- 
ly be found a faithful, zealous, Gos- 
pel preacher from one end of the is- 
land to the other. " Like priest, 
like people," is no unnatural infer- 
ence; and we are afraid that the in- 
ference and the truth will be found to 
coincide. But the volume before us is 
a cheering refutation of the charge, 
as applicable to the present day — it 
speaks of brighter and happier times 
— for we feel assured, that such men 
as have contributed these sermons, 
are acting up to the spirit of their 
holy calling, and spreading around 
them the truths of salvation, and the 
benefits and blessings of a moral edu- 
cation. Two of them, since the pub- 
lication of the volume, have passed 
into eternity. We trust that others 
as pious and as zealous will be found 
to supply their places. 

We have said, that not one of the 
Sermons can be called either splendid 
or sparkling; but they are all respect- 
able, and in several there are passa- 
ges of great beauty and strength — 
while the fervent scriptural piety — 
which is not merely sprinkled over, 
but thoroughly diffused through the 
whole — imparts to the clear state- 
ments, the solemn warnings, the af- 
fectionate expostulations of the reve- 
rend preachers, a richness and a ra- 
ciness peculiarly grateful to the man 
who is old-fashioned enough to love 
truth in her simplicity, and whose 
moral vision is not blind to " the 
beauty of holiness." It would be in- 
vidious, in a short notice like this, to 
particularise; but we cannot avoid 
observing, that there is one sermon, 
(and only one) in the volume, which 
offends our taste. It is written in an 
over strained and affected style, and 
from its tone of dictatorial bombast, 
forms a striking contrast tothe ser- 
mons either before or after it, or in- 
deed throughout the whole work. 
We would recommend to the worthy 
author, an imitation of some sim- 
pler and purer model of pulpit elo- 
quence, than he appears to have stu- 
died. In conclusion, we can warmly 
and honestly press this second series 



